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ILLEGIB NPIC/TUS/L-T750-67
22 March 1967

HEMCRANDUM POR: Deputy Chief, Uevelopment Staff, TS
THROUGH i Chief, Support Systems Eranch, DS/TDS

SUBJECT

*

Evaluation of Special irying Techniques - Microwave
and Vacuuwm brying.

967 a call was made to Westover AFB. (ountact was made
with biscussion included all commercial prganizations the
contacted in relation to wicrowave and vacuum drying.

indicated
oi nright-Patterson AFE would be aware of
¢ dryin;: by this iﬁm and by the

b. - This cor-
poration bullt a IZbum microwave dryer for the movie industry.
They lack interest in continuing a development program for
wider photographic materials.

c.
Mi¢rowave Dryer Proposal
indicated that this particuler concept he

ittle promise.

nformed us that had performed
some experimental tests in drying photographic zaterials in
microwave waveguides designed for other urposec. lle also

gave us a contact - an also indicated
that had concucted vacuum drying experiments.

2. 13 HMarch 1967 was contacted. A
discussion was Leld on mi®rewave uryiiy and what photographic applications had

been transferred to another department headed by fe indicatel
that_uwld have knowledge of work perfornmed with vacuum drying.

been considered. Fiadicm;ed that preliminary experiments in
microwave drying of [ilms had been perforised but that thii ﬁii of work had
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3. On 14 March 1967
was aware of the previous experimetns performed by in utilizding
microwaves for drying photographic films; although work had not continued in
this arca when the transfer of this responsibility occurred. was
asked if any work is being performed in vacuun drying. He indicated that
as involved in & cowbination of microwave and vacuum drying but: -not

n the photographic arca. knowledye of drying photographic
materials is limited.

4. On 14 March 1967 of Wright-Patterson AFS was
contacted. and bis departaent are involved in moritoring the
contracts or sestover in microwaves and vacuuws drying.

a. An investigation contract in vacuum drvi being
conducted for Wright-Pattsrson AFD byﬂin Calif.
Vacuusm chanbers used in food processing are oeing utilized

in the drying cxperiments of phbtographic films, Separate
experizents are being conducted to maintais a vacuum in en
unireated chamber where film is moved in and out of s gate,

b. The best information on alcrowave drying equipment

or breadboa _ceulé be obtained fms:h

5. On 14 March 1967
Limited) was contacted. 1 ey have bullt a 9 1/2¢
aicrowave film dryer breadboar: prototype that utilizes 1800 watts of power
snd runs at about four feet per minute. This can be demonstrated at any time.
hﬂthem is a dryer for paper prints using microwave techniques
and runs st two feet per minute. Neither the film nor paper dryer lLave been
exposed to color materials,

§. As the only prototype equipment utilizing mic
peralleling our requirements, is in

would be desirable to determine the application of these techuiques to our
own requirewents within NPIC, Travel orders are being prepsred for this trip.

7. An atteupt was made to coutact Fof #estover APH.
is on TDY for seversl weeks, ie wiil be contacted when he returns,
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